Basements require a certain amount of
maintenance to remain trouble free.

Here is a list of items you should check
twice a year, preferably spring and fall.

Isicle The Beasaman

Sump Pump: Make sure it pumps! Check that
the water level is at least 8 inches below the
top of the basement floor, so the drain tiles
drain properly. Ensure the pump is on a
designated circuit to avoid tripping a circuit
breaker.

Palmer Valve: Some homes have a one-way,
flap-like valve called a Palmer Valve, visible

in the floor drain. Palmer valves allow water

to flow from the drain tile into the floor drain.
Sometimes they can stick, causing water to
back up through floor cracks and around the
edges. Carefully check to see that it is working
freely or call a plumber to check — a broken
palmer valve cannot be repaired.

Wall Cracks: Most residential basements have
some cracks which are normal and are a result
of original settlement and/or shrinkage of
construction materials. These cracks may open
and close slightly with changes in tempera-
ture and are no cause for alarm. However, a
horizontal crack indicates a walls inability to
withstand external forces and may require
reinforcement.

Ounsicde The Basement

Grading: Water must be directed away from
your foundation to avoid leakage and wall
cracks. In spring and fall, check around the
entire perimeter of your home (especially
behind the shrubbery) and fill in low spots
with soil. Concrete pitched toward the
foundation should be re-leveled or replaced.

Gutters and Downspouts: Clean leaves out of
the gutters and downspouts. Seal leaking joints.
Extensions and splash blocks should carry
water a minimum of 6 feet away from the walls
whenever possible. Downspouts that empty into
the underground cast iron receivers should be
tested with a water hose to make sure they are
not plugged or broken.

Window Wells: Clean all debris out of window
wells. There should be 18" of #1 washed stone
in the bottom of each window well for drainage.
If the original stone is packed with dirt, dig

it out and replace it. The edges of the wells
should be tightly fitted to the walls and the
ground around them raised so the rain and
melting snow run away.

Sump Pump Discharge: If you have a sump
pump pipe discharging on the ground make
sure it carries the water a minimum of 6 feet
away from the walls whenever possible. If it
discharges below the ground, make sure
connections don't leak and are not in danger
of freezing in cold weather.

Trees: Roots creep through the ground in
search of water and can grow right into drain
tile and/or create undue pressure on the walls.

. Willow tree roots can travel in the ground

4 times the width of its canopy! Consult an
experienced landscaper or tree expert when
in doubt about the danger posed by trees or
shrubs in your yard.
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WHAT [S WAFRP?

The Wisconsin Association of Foundation Repair
Professionals — WAFRP — was founded in 2002

to address inconsistencies in foundation repair

methods in Wisconsin.

In 2003, WAFRP developed the Best Manage-
ment Standards for Foundation Repair which
were then adopted by the Building Inspectors
Association of Southeast Wisconsin.

In 2017, WAFRP worked in conjunction with the
municipal building inspectors to incorporate
the WAFRP Foundation Repair Standards into
the Wisconsin Uniform Building Code (UBC).

Visit www.WAFRP.com
for a list of members.
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- Engineered standards which mean no

guess work for repairs

- Time-tested, proven results

- Licensed, bonded, and insured

professionals

- Commitment to the WAFRP Code of Ethics

to maintain their affiliation

- Warranties for work performed providing

you with assurance

- Applicable permits

- Work practices following current building

codes
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